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From the President’s Desk

It is hard to believe that my family and I have lived in the River Crest

Community for two and one-half years.  For those of you who have not met me
personally, my name is Bill O’Neal.  My wife, Connie, and I along with three of our four
children, Katie(22), Kelli(18), and Jonathan(soon to be 13)  moved here in February 2000.
This year I have been elected to serve as the president of the River Crest Home Owners
Association for the coming year.

Our HOA has gone through a lot of growing pains.  Over the past year we went
from an HOA managed by the developer and a management company to being a self
governing HOA.  For many of the board members this was a time of organization and
learning. As most all of you know, prior to last year, the management of the HOA was
through a management company located in Montgomery County. Although your newly
elected board was ready to take on the responsibility of managing the HOA, we still felt
the need to have the assistance of a management company.  To that end, we searched for
a management company that would handle the financial aspects of the HOA as well as
serve, in an advisory capacity, on other management issues.  With this in mind, we
contracted with Clagett Management. We have been particularly pleased to have a local
company to fill this need. I would like to publicly thank Mr. Doug Maddock, last year’s
president, for his efforts in getting the HOA through this critical organizational period.
(continued p.2)

Board of Directors’ Election Results

Congratulations to Sharon Lewis and Jessica Keener who elected to serve on the HOA
Board of Directors until May 31, 2005.  They will be joining the previously elected board
members Bill O’Neal, Melanie Hopp, and Michelle Brown.

Our new president is Bill O’Neal.  Melanie Hopp is the new Vice President.  Michelle
Brown will continue to serve as the Secretary. Sharon Lewis and Jessica Keener will serve
as liaisons to committees.
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From the President’s Desk – continued

Now that we are through
this organizational period, your
current board of directors is ready
to get to the business of managing
an effective HOA for the good of
the entire community.  I feel that
our mandate is clear from the
Articles of Incorporation. The
purpose of our HOA is “…to
provide for or assure the
maintenance, preservation and
architectural control of the Property
subject to the Declaration of
Covenants, Conditions &
Restrictions, River Crest
Homeowners Association, including
such additions thereto as may
hereafter be brought within the
jurisdiction of the Association, and
to promote the health, safety and welfare of
the Owners of the Property and any
additions thereto as may hereafter
be brought within the jurisdiction of
this Association.”

At our most recent
membership meetings, there were a

number of proposed amendments
to the Declaration of Covenants,
Conditions & Restrictions
considered. All of which did not
have sufficient votes for adoption.
Therefore, the Board of Directors
intends to fully enforce the
restrictions as they are originally
written.  The only exceptions are the
two amendments referencing dish
antennas and the time garbage may
be placed outside. Neither of these
two amendments requires a vote for
adoption. Both have overriding laws
and conditions that dictate adoption
without a vote.  I sincerely hope
that we will have the community
support in these efforts.

The Board of Directors
meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on
the first Tuesday of every month at
my home (815 Aztec Drive).
Anyone who wishes to observe one
of these meeting is welcome to do
so.  If, however, you have some
business that you wish to put on the

agenda, we request that you let us
know, in writing, at least two weeks
prior to the meeting.

Recently my oldest
daughter, Kristy, was home for a
visit to attend her sister’s
graduation.  While she was home,
she asked whether her mother and I
missed our larger house that lived in
for 23 years prior to moving to
River Crest.  Without hesitation, I
replied, “No, not at all.”  If we had
not moved to River Crest we would
have not had an opportunity to
know the neighbors of this
community.  I don’t think that I
have ever seen a community where
there is such a cooperative sprit
where you see time and time again,
neighbors helping neighbors.  I feel
that River Crest is a great family
oriented community.  This is a
quality that we should all be proud
of.

Volunteers Needed

Calling all volunteers!  There is so much to do but too few volunteers.  If you have concerns about what or how things are
getting done in the community now is your time to make a difference.  Stop complaining and get involved to make a
difference.

Web Designers Needed:  It has been suggested that we develop a River Crest web page that would contain minutes from
meetings, calendar of events and other useful information.  The problem is we need people to design and maintain the web
page.  Please contact Bill O’Neal at (301) 620-4294 or via email at william.oneal@att.net if you can help.

Newsletter Committee:  Many people enjoyed getting their last newsletter.  We would like to get one out every quarter but
we need volunteers to make this happen.  If interested, please contact Jessica Keener at (301) 607-5943 or via email at
jlkeener@hotmail.com.

Social Committee:  The large turn out at our social events indicates the community’s interest in social events but again we
need help if we want to continue these activities.  Please contact Sharon Lewis at (301) 662-9279 or via email at
rsst4lewis@hotmail.com to help.
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Amendments to Covenants

Submitted by Board of Directors’

In order to amend our covenants or bylaws the change requires 2/3 vote in the affirmative from the homeowners, which
equals 43 votes in favor of the amendment.  Since we only received 40 votes in total nothing proposed can be changed except
for the following which does not require a vote because of federal law or local ordinance.

Article 7.8.5.5 in the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions: will change to clarify that garbage, trash, recycling
and any other refuse shall not go out until after 5:00 pm on the day prior to collection as the city ordinance states.  Since this is
a city ordinance this is being added to our covenants for clarification.

Article 7.8.5.15 in the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions: will change to allow satellite dishes anywhere on
the lot necessary to receive adequate receptions and will allow multiple dishes required to receive the latest technology.  Dishes
my not exceed 1 meter (39.37 inches) in diameter.  This change does not require a vote because FCC regulations override our
covenants.  This change is being made to comply with FCC regulations.

It is the Board’s opinion that an error was made in our covenants that does not allow stone to be used as an exterior building
material in Article 7.8.3 of the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions, however, after consulting with an
attorney, we have learned the Board does NOT have the authority to change the covenant to be consistent with the pre-
existing homes initially constructed with stone.  Therefore, no additional approvals will be given to change any homes to
include stone as a building material until this issue is voted on and passed by a minimum of 43 votes in the affirmative.

LARC will be working with the Board of Directors to enforce the covenants and by-laws. Anyone who needs an additional
copy of the covenants and by-laws needs to send a request along with a check for $40 to  the address below:

River Crest Homeowners Association
C/O Clagett Enterprises, Inc.
20 West Third Street
Frederick, MD 21701

Did you Know….

Submitted by the Board of Directors’

According to our covenants and bylaws

• Any homeowner who is more than 30 days in arrears in HOA fees are restricted from voting and rights to use the
common areas and community facilities.  Please refer to Article4.8.5 of the River Crest By-laws and Article 4.1.5 of
the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions for details.

• Any homeowner who leases their home is responsible for submitting a copy of the lease to the HOA  according to
Article 7.10 in the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions

• Article 5.1.1.5 of the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions reads:  “The owner of any Lot shall, at his
own expense, maintain his Lot and Dwelling, and any and all appurtenances thereto, in good order, condition and
repair and in a clean, sightly and sanitary condition at all times.”
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Board Meetings—Past and Present

Submitted by Board of Directors’

The Board of Directors’ will meet every month on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. to discuss issues brought to
our attention by community members or committees. The Board wants to remind everyone that these meetings are open to
the community. Since River Crest does not have a community center, we will hold all monthly board meetings at our
president’s home, Bill O’Neal (815 Aztec Drive).  This will help keep our HOA dues down since we will not need to rent a
meeting room monthly.   We welcome all interested parties to attend the monthly meetings.   If you have an issue/concern
that you would like brought to the attention of the board of directors’ please send correspondence to either
william.oneal@att.net or to the address below:

River Crest Board of Directors’
 C/O Clagett Enterprises, Inc.
20 W. Third Street
Frederick, MD 21701

In order for the board to be able to address your concerns appropriately, all topics to be discussed at the next months board
meeting must be received by the Third Tuesday of each month.    We look forward to seeing you at our meetings.

River Crest—Social Events

Submitted by Social Committee

Progressive Dinner (Adults Only):  Start the evening off at the home of the Appetizer Host enjoy some delicious
appetizers created by the hosts.  Then we will move to the home of the Soup and/or Salad Hosts until we have completed
our dinner at the home of the Cocktail hosts.

DATE: Saturday, September 21st, 5:00 PM-11:00 PM
COORDINATOR:  Needed—contact Jessica Keener until further notice
BABYSITTERS: Needed

Our last attempted at this failed.  Many people were interested but were not available on the selected date.  So lets try this
again.  We need a host for each of the following courses:

• Appetizers
• Soup and/or Salad
• Main Course
• Dessert and Coffee
• Cocktails

If you plan to attend you must host one of the above-mentioned courses unless you are offering your home and teenagers up
for babysitting.   If there is enough interest, we will have multiple progressive dinners at the same time.  There will not be
more than 6 Couples in each group.  We will try to mix the groups up so everyone has a chance to mingle with each group.
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Landscape & Architectural Review Committee

Submitted by LARC

The River Crest Landscape & Architectural Review Committee (LARC) meets on the third Monday of each month to review
pending requests. Jessica Keener from the HOA Board of Directors is the liaison to the committee, which is chaired by one of
the committee members to be determined soon.. Other members who volunteered to serve on the LARC are: Arnie McGaha
Bob Lyons, and Brian Keane .

LARC is important and plays a large role in maintaining our communities integrity and property values. Since the recent
elections, LARC needs 3 additional people including someone to chair the committee who are interested in working together
to persevere our cur community.

LARC is responsible for approving any changes homeowners wish to make to their homes and for addressing any concerns
sent to the committee regarding violations of the covenants. The committee makes it decisions by carefully interpreting the
covenants and by-laws.  As responsible homeowners, it is our obligation to secure LARC approval before making any changes
to our property as detailed in the HOA covenants. In accordance with our covenants, LARC may take up to 60 days to
respond to requests.  All requests and/or concerns need to be sent to:

River Crest Landscape & Architectural Review Committee
c/o Clagett Enterprises, Inc.
20 W. Third Street
Frederick, MD 21701

Common Area Maintenance Update

Submitted by LARC

LARC is currently working with the city to determine who is responsible for maintenance of the common area behind
Geronimo Drive, which extends to the court on Delaware Road.  The land is currently held under a bond with the city.  It is
believed that the developer is still responsible for maintaining this area until the bond is released.  LARC is working with the
city and the developer to ensure that this area is maintained and is in good condition prior to it being turned over to our
community.

The area, behind the odd numbered houses on Delaware Road , is afforestation, not common area, therefore it cannot be
mowed.   Anyone who mows this area is subject to a fine by THE CITY.
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Around Town – Summer Concert and Family Theatre Series

Summer Concert Series - Celebrating 25 years of outdoor musical performances. The 2002 Summer Concert
Series, held at the Baker Park Bandshell, began on June 9, 2002, and will continue every Sunday evening through
August 25th.  These FREE outdoor concerts begins at 7:00 p.m. Those attending the concerts are encouraged to
bring a canned food item to benefit The City of Frederick Food Bank. The 2002 schedule follows:
 
July 7 Junkyard Saints (Roots Party Music)
July 14 Corey Brooks & the Gumption Group (Classic Pop R&B)
July 21 Kevin Kline (Pop Songwriter)
July 28 Radio City (Variety)
August 4 Shannon Lawson (Country, brought to you courtesy of WFRE Radio)
August 11 Leaping Luci (Reggae)
August 18 Tom Principato (Blues)
August 25 THE DUDES (formerly the subdudes)

Summerfest Family Theatre:  The eleventh annual Summerfest Family Theatre will begin its 2002 season on
Saturday, July 6th.  For eight consecutive Saturdays, families can enjoy FREE children's theater at the Baker Park
Bandshell.  While Summerfest Family Theatre is FREE to the public, you are encouraged to bring a canned food
item in lieu of admission to benefit the Frederick City Community Action Agency Food Bank. Each show offers a
special guest opener at 7:00 p.m. with the main performance beginning at 7:15 p.m.  The 2002 performers follow:
 
July 6 BILLY B Live! (Billy B - Music)

Closer: Ft. Detrick’s Light Armored Vehicle
July 13 “FREE TO BE YOU AND ME” (The Fun Company -Theatre)

Opener: Mid-Maryland Performing Arts (dance)
July 20 SPEED & THRO (High Energy Magic)

Opener: Frederick Keys’ Keyote
July 27 JOKESTERS (Comedy, Magic and Mime)

Opener: Michelle Orey, Miss Frederick (dance)
August 3 MARK LOHR (New Vaudeville Show)

Opener: Sparks & Sparky (Ventriloquism)
August 10 SSUUNA (African Drumming and Dancing)

Opener: Frederick County Public Libraries
and “Sneaks the Cat” (Storytelling)

August 17 “STORIES FROM ANCIENT CHINA” (Linda Fang)
Opener: McGruff the Crime Dog (Safety Education)

August 24 SKIP WIZARDS (Jump Roping)
Closer: United Fire Company’s Fire Truck
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Around Town - Local Happenings

Check out this short list and find something for you and your family to enjoy! Log on to www.bestoffrederick.com
for a complete list of events or call the Tourism Council at 301-228-2888.

July

July 4:  Frederick's 4th of July --  Baker Park  Noon until 10:30pm enjoy Fireworks, Food, Four stages of
entertainment, children's activities.

July 13: Family Pool Celebration – located at the Edward P. Thomas, Jr. Memorial Swimming Pool (AKA Baker
Park Pool).  12:30 until 4:00 p.m. enjoy tube and relay races, door prize giveaways, free burgers and hot dogs and
much more.  Cost: $10 for a family of 5 or less; $12 for a family of 6 or more.

July 19-20: Frederick Blues Festival – 6th Annual Frederick Blues Festival on the 19th held at the  Weinberg
Center for the Arts, 20 W. Patrick Street from 7:30 until 10:00 pm. on the 20th at the Frederick fairgrounds Noon -
10:00pm.  The Frederick Blues Festival is Frederick, Maryland's two-day celebration of Blues music  For more info,
visit www.frederickbluesfestival.com

August

August 17-19: Wings of Freedom Airshow 2002 – This year's show will be at the Frederick Municipal Airport
and will feature over 50 Warbirds including the Rare P-38 and British Spitfire, World War II D-Day Power Drop
Reenactment, Drew Hurley (Solo Acrobatics) , Iron Eagles, F-15 Demo, F-14 Demo, Apache Helicopter Demo,
Coast Guard Search and Rescue Helicopter Demo, Fly-by of B-1, B-52, C-5 and B-17 Rides for $400 and much,
much more! Visit www.wingsoffreedomairshow.org for more details

.
September

September 13-21:  The Great Frederick Fair – Frederick Fairgounds.


